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LET’S READ PROGRAM 

Statement 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [5.30 pm]: I had the opportunity today to attend and be part of 
the launch of the Let’s Read program at the Midvale playgroup, in Morrison Road. Let’s Read is an initiative of 
the Centre for Community Child Health, which is part of the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute and the 
Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne. It has been developed and implemented across Australia in partnership 
with the Smith Family. It is a program designed to encourage parents to have fun reading with their children 
aged 0–5, but, more importantly, to help their children from infancy to develop a love of books and words and to 
encourage and assist them in naming letters and playing with the sounds of words. All of this is the building 
blocks of what is called reading readiness or preliteracy, which is essential for children so that when they enter 
the school system they are best placed to be able to begin to learn.  

The links between literacy, school performance, self-esteem and chances and outcomes in adult life is very well 
documented. Poor literacy skills are associated with a general lower standard of education, lower levels of 
employment and poorer health and social outcomes as well as being linked to high rates of welfare dependency 
and teenage pregnancy. In addition, children who experience difficulties in literacy in the early years are unlikely 
to catch up with their peers. Children who struggle in this area will continue to struggle and often fall further and 
further behind. That is why the early years from birth onwards in the home or with the carers, and increasingly 
for some babies and toddlers in the childcare setting, is a crucial time in the development of language and 
literacy.  

The Let’s Read program has worked actively to enunciate the early skills and interactions that adults, parents and 
carers have with children to ensure that that basic preliteracy is laid down and includes, no doubt as many 
members will have done with their own children, reading to children and the repetitive use of sound and 
language. That comes together to help build what will be the skills of language. Obviously, with the Let’s Read 
program and other programs, parents can be assisted through making available books and information about how 
to interact with their children and to encourage and praise their children and, therefore, help them to have a love 
of books and language.  

The Let’s Read program has been run in Australia since 2005. Literacy is like the passport to the world of 
learning, and it is a passport to the wider society. As members will know, I have spoken often about the crucial 
period for cognitive, emotional and physical development from birth through the first three years. It is 
concerning then that I have noticed in the press recently—other members might have read it—a report called 
“No More Excuses”, which found that between seven million and eight million Australians come out of school 
with insufficient language, literacy and numeracy skills to be effectively trained for higher level jobs. This was 
reported in the context of the Australian workforce being at risk because of the lack of skills. In particular, the 
report found that approximately 52 per cent of working-age Australians have some difficulty with numeracy 
skills, and 46 per cent of Australian adults have difficulty with reading skills. As I said, poor literacy is 
associated with a range of poor outcomes. I am not sure whether I have used these figures before from the 
Australian Institute of Criminology, but I am sure that members will be interested to know that poor literacy is 
also associated with offending behaviour and incarceration. In fact, around 50 per cent of people who are 
incarcerated have a maximum education level of year 10 or less.  

Among the people who were at the launch this morning and the many who deserve credit for making the Let’s 
Read program come to fruition in Midland are the Smith Family, an organisation that many members will be 
familiar with, and the Midvale Playgroup, which hosted the launch. In addition, there were people from the 
Midland Early Years Action Group, which is a group coordinated by the City of Swan. I would like to mention 
Jacinta Ellis, in particular, who is the community development policy officer for the City of Swan. She does a 
wonderful job integrating and building relationships between the many people in the region who are interested in 
the early years. Since I became a member of Parliament last March, I or someone from my office has attended 
the monthly meetings of the Midland Early Years Action Group and the Ellenbrook Early Years Action Group. 
The Midland Early Years Action Group took the lead after its planning meeting late last year and established the 
“Fun around books” group, which was instrumental in getting the Let’s Read program going.  

As I said, reading readiness provides the best chance for a child when they start school, and that leads to other 
positive outcomes. The necessary ingredient in all this is an adult who has the time, is prepared to spend the time 
and understands how important the time is, so that babies and infants can develop that love of language and have 
things pointed out to them in the world that they live in. Often parents do not have the time to do that with babies 
and infants. That is why it is very important for childcare workers to be highly trained, as many children spend 
their waking hours mainly with someone outside the home in a childcare situation.  
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At the launch this morning, I thought about the role of parents and carers and I was reminded of a comment that 
was made to me at least 20 years ago by a young woman who lived across the road from us. She was a preschool 
teacher, and she told me the story of her first placement at a preschool where three and four-year-olds arrived 
who had not even been taught the basic colours. The children looked at the sky and saw blue, but they did not 
know the word “blue”. We know that children need someone to give them language. We are seeing more and 
more children arriving at school without the readiness for learning. We need to reclaim the important work that 
parents and other carers do for children. The launch really reminded me of the skills, the patience and the time it 
takes to give children the gift of literacy and the best opportunities for the rest of their lives. It also reminded me 
of the many books that I had read to my children over the years. I must say that I had the advantage of having a 
mother who was a primary school teacher who knew exactly how important this is. The books that came back to 
me included Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy and The Very Hungry Caterpillar, as well as all the classic 
nursery rhymes and fairytales. I was told that these are still amongst children’s favourites. That reinforced for me 
that, despite the rapidly changing world that we live in, the needs of babies and children remain remarkably 
constant. 

The PRESIDENT: I still remember Dick, Dora and Fluff! 

Hon LINDA SAVAGE: I do too! 
 


